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Looking forward to milder conditions “ 
” 

TB CHeC’S Accreditation Programme:  

 Are you lucky enough to not have had a TB   

reactor in the last 5 years? 

If this is the case then you may want to think 

about joining the CHeCs TB herd accreditation 

programme. 

As you maybe aware,  as of January 2019 all 

herds in this area will be required to routinely TB 

test every 6 months.  TB testing is a job nobody 

looks forward to, especially in summer months 

when cattle are out and away from the main 

farm and its handing facilities.  By joining this 

accreditation programme you may be eligible to 

be exempt from 6 monthly testing and test your 

cattle annually.   

Application involves you agreeing to APHA    

looking at your TB testing history and assigning 

you a risk status.  This will be based on when 

you last had a TB reactor on farm.  If you have 

had inconclusive reactors that have gone clear 

at re-test this is deemed OK.  Importantly, you 

need to demonstrate that you are able to adapt 

strict biosecurity measures to minimise the 

chance of TB entering your herd.   

These measures include having a double fence 

or 3 metre gap between any neighbouring     

cattle, keeping feed stores badger proof,        

isolating and post movement testing any bought 

in animals and restricting access to badgers at 

pasture.   

Farmers need to work with their vet to ensure 

the criteria are met and a TB health plan is 

drawn up that is submitted with the  application. 

 

More information can be found at: 

www.checs.co.uk/bovine-tb-herd-accreditation/ 

or speak to your vet if you would like to know 

more or to start the sign up process.  

 

                    Anna Patch 

I’ve often heard it said as Brits 
we’re obsessed by the weather 
and those of us working in    
agriculture certainly have to 
keep a keen eye on it – with 
good reason. So much of our 
work is dictated to by the 
weather, and we’ve seen some 
pretty impressive conditions over 
the last couple of months.  
Extreme cold, severe winds, 
heavy snowfall and torrential 
rain – it’s all been thrown at us. 
As vets, getting about in the 
snow was the most challenging 
time, particularly to emergencies 

and TB tests that had to be read 
– but the team pulled together 
and made it through.  
The resilience of our clients in 
such conditions never ceases to 
amaze me. Whilst most other 
industries can take a “snow day” 
that doesn’t work in farming - 
milking, feeding, bedding and 
numerous other daily work has 
to happen, often after every-
thing has been defrosted first! 
But then this is an acceptance of 
the lifestyle farmers choose and 
excel in. 
 

This time last year many farms 
already had their cows out. 
Looking at the fields as I drive 
around I see less grass now 
than at Christmas, and I think it 
will be awhile longer before we 
see cows in the fields. When 
that time comes the focus will 
be shifting to silage making – 
and further reliance on the 
weather not misbehaving! 
 
       Oliver Tilling  
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Office opening hours 

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm  

Saturday: 8.30am—12pm  

 

Emergency Service 

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this           
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.  

Finalists for our Farm of the Year  

  



Team Shepton: Zoe Rogers 

Farmer Focus: Horrington Milk Hut  

 I joined Shepton vets in June 2017, having not had any     

dealings with Farm Vets before I came into the job with little 

‘farm’ knowledge and a fear of cows!!! Now 9 months on I feel 

very much part of the team (although my fear of cows is still 

present).   

Away from the office I spend the majority of my spare time 

horse riding. I live locally and am fortunate enough to have my 

horse ‘Paddy’ stabled close to home. I am currently taking time 

away from riding, as I am now 6 months pregnant so life for 

me is about to get even more hectic, but a lot of fun! 

According to the rhyme, March winds and April     

showers bring forth May Flowers. In this verse there 

is no mention of snow, let alone 2 doses of it! 

The snow has nearly gone for the second time, but 

while it was here it brought its fair share of problems 

and extra work for many farmers, like moving snow 

off the roads and hoisting villagers cars in the      

farmyard after they fancied trip out just to see “how 

bad it was”. Or maybe that was just us! 

At Frome Road Farm, the water going into the    

chicken shed froze so water had to be taken up 3 

times a day and pumped into a header tank. We ran 

out of trays to pack eggs in as the lorry was 2 days 

late and then there was the iced up parlour, snow 

covered cubicles and frozen water troughs. To add to 

this, like many of you we then had to throw away 

three days  worth of milk, as the lorry was unable to 

get to us despite the road being cleared. 

But (!), one thing that did hold up well in the cold 

weather was the milk vending machine.   

 These machines are made in Switzerland and can           

apparently withstand temperatures of minus 20c.  

Thankfully it didn’t get that cold, but with most of the 

shops in Wells running out of milk we had a very 

busy weekend of milk sales!   

We have been selling pasteurised milk though this 

machine for nearly 18 months now.  The machine on 

the left hand side in the picture below is a bottle   

machine, and customers are able to buy re-usable 

glass bottles with screw top lids for £1. With recent 

awareness about the problems of plastic pollution in 

the ocean we have had lots of people using the    

machine in a bid to cut down on their plastic use. 

The silver and blue machine dispenses the milk and 

we sell it for £1 per litre.   

                                                       

     Anna Patch 

Castle Cary Cubs  

Practice Visit  

On Thursday 15th March the 

practice hosted a visit from    

Castle Cary Cubs.  Bibby told the 

cubs all about the farm vet role 

and they then had fun lambing a 

cuddly toy in our lambing      

simulator, listening to Piggy the 

Poodle’s heart and learning a bit 

about what goes into producing 

milk.  Martin gave a guided tour 

of the small animal side of the 

practice – looking at the         

operating theatre and getting a 

couple of cubs dressed in gowns 

and masks ready to perform   

surgery!  Piggy submitted to a 

quick shave so that the cubs 

could watch her heart on the 

ultrasound scanner.  There were 

plenty of questions to keep the 

vets on their toes and you never 

know we may have one of the 

cubs seeing practice with us in 

10 years time!  

“ 

” 

 Dairy Show 

  

 
 

Smallholder Lameness 
Workshop 
11th April 

 

Calf Health  
Effective Colostrum 

Management 
25th April 

 
Foot Trimming 

27th April 
 

DIY AI Course 
25th – 28th June 

 

Email:  
training@sheptonvets.com for 
more information or to book a 

space. 

New Calf Scour Vaccine  

 We now stock Virbac’s calf scour vaccine Bovigen Scour, a 1-shot vaccine in both 

cows and heifers, regardless of previous vaccination status.  

The vaccine, given 12-3 weeks prior to calving, boosts the dam’s colostrum       

antibody levels to rotavirus, coronavirus and E. coli 

K99 – the major viral and bacterial causes of calf 

scour.  

Immunity is transferred to calves via the colostrum 

and protection depends on the calf ingesting an      

adequate amount of colostrum from the vaccinated 

dam soon after birth. A good colostrum management 

program is therefore essential. 

 

Calf scour is a very common and distressing, yet preventable problem and      

Bovigen Scour offers an effective option in the management of the disease.  

Virbac are offering support to Shepton vets in the form of subsidised scour      

testing kits that will allow us to test any scouring calves on your farm and        

determine the best course of action to take.  

Contact the practice if you would like to take up this offer. 

Bovigen Scour (3ml dose) comes in 5 and 30 dose bottles and is now available 

through the practice at £7.35 per dose. 

 

Events  & Tra in ing 

Ca lendar   

 

Community 
Focus 

The office will now be open every Saturday morning from 8.30am –

12pm, for  medicine orders and collections, and for booking weekday  

routine visits. 

Farm Office now open on a Saturday Morning  

 

Photo’s from Mendip 
Farmers Point to Point 

Races held at Ston Easton 


